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                                    By Rick Mandeville (Pastor Ron’s Big Brother) 

Hello everyone. I’m pretty sure that the voice expressing this message – if you could actually hear it – would sound “other than” 
what you may have been expecting. And, while you probably don’t know my name – nor would you necessarily recognize my face 
if we passed on the street, yet we are family… (You gotta love how our God works, don’t you think?) 
 
Now this morning when I climbed out of my bed I had no idea that God was going to open up this opportunity, but to both our 
surprise… well, you get my drift. So, when your pastor asked me if I would be willing to share some thoughts with you, I was only 
too willing – because I really enjoy sharing with God’s people what He is doing among us in this life and trying to help my brothers 
and sisters see Him a little more clearly. 
  
So, with your permission, I have a question for you to consider (…and only God is listening to your response so feel free to be strin-
gently honest): When speaking of the things of God, what is it, exactly, that you believe to be really real? Now, I ask because what 
you really believe is really real will absolutely drive the decisions you make about this life. So, I would encourage you to think that 
through before answering, not because anyone is going to question your answer, but because growth in your faith depends on 
how deeply and honestly you choose to be before Him. 
 
One of my favorite authors, C.S. Lewis, presents an interesting thought to aid our thinking about this in his book A Greif Observed: 
“It’s easy to say that you believe a rope to be strong when you are using it to tie up a box, or to bind down a load. But suppose you 
had to hang from that rope over a great chasm? Wouldn't you want to test that rope first to verify that you can really trust it?” 
 
That’s the nature of my question, to help you “test the rope.” I think such a question is legitimate – and I think the apostle Paul 
would agree. He told the church in Philippi (…and by extension, us) “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12)   
 
C.S. Lewis concludes his thoughts and directs ours on this subject with this strong observation:  

“Only a real risk tests the reality of a belief.”   
 
Another great Christian from bygone days, Blaise Pascal, presents to us more food for thought along these lines in the form of 
“Pascal’s famous wager,” he said, “It makes more sense to live as though God exists because if you’re wrong, your loss is merely 
finite …and if you’re right, your gain will be immeasurable!”  
 
So how do those two ideas connect, how do we assess our own grasp of these issues? (I’m glad you asked?) Consider this scenario: 
Suppose your doctor told you, after a routine physical exam, that you had, perhaps, as little as a few months left to live .  
 
You would of course seek a second opinion and maybe even a third… But, alas, suppose that each of the doctors agreed – at best 
you have maybe a year to live. The only real uncertainty, they have told you, is that you will experience no real physical symptoms 
related to your condition – but at some point in the future your life will just suddenly end… 
 
How would that scenario really affect the way you view what’s left of your uncertain life? How would that knowledge change the 
way you invest the resources that God has given you to steward over: Time, Talent, Treasure, and Truth. 
 
You see that scenario demands that we grasp this truth: “We each only have a certain number of days in the sojourn of this life – 
and only God knows that number.” So while we each spend our days according to the dictates of our hearts, which is our  
God-given right – we must also grapple with the truth that tomorrow is not promised to any of us.  
 
Truth is the degree to which that scenario would alter your present perspective and practice is the distance between your  
current view of life and the biblical view of life.  
(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

There is so much more that God has for each of us to accomplish while the sun shines today – and so much He promises concern-
ing tomorrow. But it takes, sometimes, a great measure of faith to believe that there is something worthy of what seems a sacrifice 
which He calls us to make… So I beg you, don’t lose heart – don’t give up the fight.  
 
The apostle Paul encourages us, “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.” (2 Timothy 
1:12) 
 
“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 
 
There is so much more! That’s what the Holy Spirit is constantly saying to us – He queries you again today: “You trusted me for 
eternity, won’t you trust Me for today?” Can we cut to the chase? YES! You can trust Him.  
 
I won’t take up any more of your time – but I would encourage you to spend some time meditating over what Peter shares with us 
in 1 Peter 1:3-9. Until then, I remain praying for you…  

Pictures of the KSF 

 

10 years ribbon at the 

Kansas State Fair 

 

K4T begins at the Fair 

Sharing the Gospel. Day and Night. 

 

Youth assembling John and Romans 
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  So…elephant in the room, we have a new baby! Now, having three children 
I am aware no one really cares much about mom and dad they just want to see the baby. 
So, since this is a newsletter article, and you cannot see him I will just write about him, 
you’re welcome ;-). In all seriousness though, Jack Michael Mandeville made his debut on 
August 13, 2022, at 12:27PM weighing a whopping 9 pounds, 6 ounces, measuring 22 inches 
long. It is incredible to be a part of life being brought into this world and we are truly 
blessed and grateful to be able to welcome Jack into our family! 

 To add blessing to blessing the way in which he made his entrance was not lacking in excitement either. I do not 
say “blessing to blessing” tongue-n-cheek either because it was a blessing to see God take care of our family and provide 
like He has always been so faithful to do. It is a blessing to see God work. I am going to stray however from my previous 
statement about only talking about Jack because I want to talk about the resilience of my wife in all of this! 

 

 If you read my last newsletter article (the last one I wrote, not the last article because Leah wrote that one) you 
will remember I discussed the obvious nature of gender roles given to us by God. To that regard I have spoken with many 
men who have claimed like I have: “if the roles were switched, we wouldn’t have any kids.” **Disclaimer** Not because 
we do not love our kids, but, let us just be honest, men do not have what it takes to give birth (and I don’t just mean bio-
logically). God has uniquely blessed women not solely with the ability (physical, mental, emotional, etc.) but the desire. It 
is so cool to me! I often wonder what goes through a woman’s mind before labor even begins. She knows she is about to 
experience, literally, the most painful thing a human being can endure. I would often catch myself throughout Leah’s 
pregnancy just looking at her and wondering, “how do they do it knowing what they’re about to experience?” Ladies, you 
know what it is like; and I along with all the other husbands applaud and thank you for the sacrifice you make for our chil-
dren! You truly are amazing! 

 

 I would briefly like to share with you one major attribute about Leah that I have admired through all this. Her re-
silience, dependence and focus on God, and faithfulness has blown my mind in each delivery she has had. I had always 
heard the rumor “delivery brings out the worst in a woman” but I can say this with the utmost confidence that though it 
may bring out a completely understandable and justifiable anguish, for my wife it has shown the true undeniable trust 
she has in her Heavenly Father. She has shared with me the different praise songs the Holy Spirit has brought to her mind 
in the midst of labor. During Noah’s (our oldest who is 8 now) it was “Lord, I Need You” …that song has never been the 
same for me. For Jack it was the children’s song, “My God is so Big.” Noah’s was a terrifying experience being our first 
one, but we learned a lot and are thankful to have seen God’s hand at work. Jack’s on the other hand being an emergency 
c-section like Noah’s however, was different. The only way I can explain it is like Paul said in Philippians 4:7, 

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

The Apostle Paul’s closing chapter of his letter to the Philippians is one of encouragement and exhortation. As they 
wheeled Leah into the operating room under emergency circumstances the only thing I could think about was the fact 
that my God is in control; He never was not, and there will never be a moment in time that He will not be. What a place to 
rest! Matthew 11:28 says,  

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

I am thankful that in these circumstances, and more broadly in life as well, my wife has a place to rest that will never wa-
ver or falter. I am thankful for God’s goodness! 

Because He is Worthy, 

Pastor Ethan 

Upcoming Elder/Deacon Nomination Process 

As we look toward the closing months of 2022, it is time to begin thinking about nominating deacons and 

elders to serve at Medora Community Bible Church. Forms will be available in October for members to 

submit their choices for the positions that are open. This will give us time to complete nominations before the Annual 

Meeting in January. 
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Anniversary Sunday 
Our annual anniversary Sunday Started of with a prayer by Pastor Ron, the flag raising and 
pledge of allegiance. A breakfast of pastries and fruit followed. Our guest speaker was G.S. 
Nair who presented a video of the ministry in India. He spoke in the Worship Service, and 
challenged us to be the people God wants us to be and witness to others. 
After worship , we had lunch at the Activity Center. What a wonderful time of fellowship. 
Thank you to all who helped with set up and clean up after the meal. 

Following are some pictures of the day. 

Upper left; flag raising.  Upper center; ringing the bell. 

Upper right; special music. To the left; saying the pledge 

of allegiance.  Lower left; Pastors and their wives with G. 

S. Nair. Pastor G. S. Nair telling us of his ministry and 

preaching. 
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Kid’s Konnection 
Big Christian Word 

Depravity:   [dəˈpravədē]  

Moral corruption; wickedness.  Innate (born with) corruption of human nature, due to original sin.       
Ungodliness, sin.   (Romans 3:23)   (Psalms 58:3)  (1Corinthians 2:14) 
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Board Members:  
Pastor Ron Mandeville (Elder);  

Pastor Ethan Mandeville (Elder);  
Mike Julian (Elder);  

Dave Hawthorn (Elder);  
Mike Orpin (Deacon);  
Shaun Julian (Deacon);  
Jeff Newboles (Deacon);  
Gerald Ratzlaff (Deacon). 

             October 2022 
4  L.E.T. Group 6 pm. At the M.A.C. 
9 Fellowship Groups 6 pm. 
14 - 16  Men’s Advance 
21   Assemble John & Romans 
23  Fellowship Groups 6 pm. 
 
            November 
1 L.E.T. Group 6 pm. At the M.A.C. 
6  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 Turn clocks back one hour 
 Thanksgiving/Missions Conference 
8  Election Day 
11  Veterans Day 
13  News articles are due 
20  Fellowship Groups 6 pm. 
23  Pie Night after services 
 No K4T 
24 Thanksgiving 

Medora’s Munchies  

Nursery Schedule 

Oct 
2 

                         

Leslie/Erin 

Nov 
6 

            

Jeanne/Erin 

9 Dalene/Macey 13 Makele/Erin 

16 Makele/Sabrina 20 Sabrina/Leah 

23 Margaret/Jennifer 27 Leslie/Dalene 

30 Dalene/Stacy   

Butterscotch Cake          by Ellen Froese (Tina Penner’s mom) 

1 box of yellow cake mix 

1 box of regular butterscotch pudding, cooked and cooled 

2 eggs 

    Mix ingredients for two minutes. Pour into a greased 9 x 13 pan. Sprinkle 12 oz pkg of 

butterscotch chips and 1 pkg of slivered almonds on top. Sprinkle 3 TBSP. of sugar on top. 

Bake at 350℉ for 35 minutes. 
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  October 2022   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

Butch 
Athavichitchanyarks 

birthday 

  

2 

Audra 
Goering 
birthday 

  
Jerry & Kim 

Ingrim 

anniversary 

3 
  

4 

L.E.T. Group 
6pm. 

5 

Marcia 
Chaney 
birthday 

  
K4T 6:45 pm 

6 

Jeanne Julian 
birthday 

7 
  

8 
  

9 

Jennifer 
Schroeder 

birthday 

 
 Fellowship 

Groups 6pm. 

10 
  

11 
  

12 

K4T 6:45 pm 

13 
  

14 
  

15 

Mary Summerlin 
birthday 

16 

Sandy 
Polley 

birthday 

  
Derek & Erin 

Hodgson 
anniversary 

17 

Ric & Susie 
Ratzlaff 

anniversary 

18 

 Mike Spaich 
birthday 

19 

Derrick 
Rhoden 
birthday 

  
K4T 6:45 pm 

20 
  

21 
  

22 

Judy Orpin  
birthday 

23 

 Fellowship 
Groups 6pm. 

24 
  

25 

Lorri Johnson 
birthday 

26 

K4T 6:45 pm 
Caden Spaich 

birthday 

27 

Trey Boisse &  
Isabella Lisco  

birthdays 

28 

Nash Hodgson 
birthday 

29 
  

30 

Tuff Goering 
birthday 

31 
  

*****Men’s Advance******* 

*Men’s Advance* 

Thanksgiving/Missions Conference.   
Our Missions focused Thanksgiving Sunday is fast approaching.  Adult Sunday School, Worship 

service and evening service. Our guest speaker/Missionary will be Dr David Gibbs. 

At 6:00 p.m. on Sunday night, we will meet at the MCBC Activity Center for the Thanksgiving 

Dinner. Families are asked to bring two of the following: main dish, vegetable, salad or dessert. 

Single adults may bring just one dish. (If you sign up to provide turkey, dressing, bread, or    

gravy, there is no need to bring a main dish.) 
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When you #StartWithaSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of 

the purchase price to Medora Community Bible Church. 

Bookmark the link  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0962109 and support 

us every time you shop. 

The Dillons Community Rewards Program will pay a percentage 

of your qualified purchases to MCBC as a donation. You must 

have a rewards card to do this.  

  November 2022   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Margaret Simon 
& Kim Ingrim 

birthdays 

  
L.E.T. Group 

6pm. 

2 

K4T 6:45 pm 

3 

Marshall Julian 
birthday 

4 

Karesa Gay & 
Randy Penner 

birthdays 

5 
  

6 

Daylight Savings  
Time Ends 

  
Thanksgiving/ 

Missions 
Conference 

7 

Ken & Arlana 
Snow  

anniversaary 

8 

Doug Schriever 
birthday 

  
Election Day 

9 

K4T 6:45 pm 

10 
  

11 

Ron Colbert 
birthday 

  
Veteran’s Day 

12 

Emily 
Rhoden 
birthday 

  
Corey & Makele 

Goering 

anniversary 

13 

Newsletter articles 
are due 

14 
  

15 
  

16 

K4T 6:45 pm 

17 
  

18 
  

19 

Jeannie 
Werner  
birthday 

20 

Fellowship 
Groups 6pm. 

21 
  

22 
  

23 

 NO K4T 6:45 pm 

  
Pie night 

24 
 

25 

Debbie 
Schriever 
Birthday 

 
Church office is 

closed 

26 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 

Galen Penner 
birthday 

K4T 6:45 pm 
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Medora Community Bible Church 

8311 Medora Road 
Hutchinson, KS 67502-8662 

Ph: 620-543-2514 
Email: medora@medorabible.org 
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“Then said he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 

plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the 

Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into 

his harvest.” Matthew 9:37,38 

mailto:medora@medorabible.org

